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From Genealogy to Genetics: 
Library Programming to Explore 

Your Roots 



Genealogy Programming

Cambridge (MA) Public Library

Everett (MA) Public Libraries

Falmouth (MA) Public Library

Fitchburg (MA) Public Library

New Bedford (MA) Free Public Library

Newton (MA) Free Library

John B. Curtis Free Public Library (ME)

McArthur (ME) Public Library

Blue Hills (ME) Public Library

Caribou (ME) Public Library

.



Examples of Programs

Springfield (MA) City Library. Four-week services lead by 
genealogist Hillary Schau. Introduction to Genealogical 
Research; Census and Vital Records; Immigration, 
Naturalization and Migration; Unique Records (military 
records, land records, wills and probate, DNA).

Chicopee (MA) Public Library. Genealogy Open Lab every 
Tuesday and Thursday to receive assistance from 
experienced volunteers and to use the library's valuable 
resources (Ancestry, Fold3, Heritage Quest, FamilySearch, 
microfilm, books, etc.).

Chicopee (MA) Public Library. Learn how to use historic 
maps to add your genealogical knowledge with Sara 
Campbell, retired civil engineer. 

.



Genealogy and History

Amesbury (MA) Public Library offers monthly genealogy programs. 

Amesbury Library Genealogy Club (monthly)

Hidden History: Puritans and Quakers in 17th Century New England

Plymouth Rock and the Puritan landing in 1620 figure prominently in Massachusetts history

Briggs Carriage Company

Abolitionists of Noyes Academy

Putting Human Faces on the Textile Industry: The Workers of the Amoskeag Manufacturing 
Company

Care and Handling of Family Treasures

.



Resources for Maine Public Libraries
Maine State Library announced that BJ 
Jamieson hired as Genealogy Specialist. 



Health Information Professionals
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What drives us to genetic testing?

❑ Disease or health risk
❑ Ancestry or genealogy
❑ Kinship (biologically related)
❑ Lifestyle



Learn.Genetics  

https://learn.genetics.utah.
edu/content/history/

https://learn.genetics.utah.edu/content/history/


Basic Pedigree Lines

Marriage/Mating Line: horizontal line connecting 2 
symbols at the center of each symbol

Separated, Divorce, Relationship no longer 
exists Line: horizontal line connecting 2 symbols 
with 2 diagonal hash marks

Basic symbols

Living Unaffected female: Clear circle

Living Unaffected male: Clear square

Deceased male of female:  Black circle or 
square

.

https://medicine.uiowa.edu/humangenetics/resources/how-draw-pedigree/basic-pedigree-symbols



Basic Pedigree Lines, cont.
Sibling Line: Horizontal line above the 
offspring and connected by vertical lines. 
Example: brother and sister siblings.

Brother and sister siblings with two parents

Children from a previous partner 
(stepchildren).
Ex. Mike and Jane have one son, and Jane has a 
daughter from a previous marriage.



Genetic Pedigree Lines

No children: A vertical line with 2 hash marks at the 
end. Indicate if an adult does not have children by 
choice (c), infertility (i).

c i

Dizygotic Twins (non-identical): Indicated by 
two diagonal vertical lines originating at the 
same point.

Monozygotic Twins (Identical): Indicated by 
two diagonal vertical lines originating at the 
same point.



Maternal 
grandparents
(2nd cousins)

Paternal 
grandparents

Parents

d.88                     d.86
dx. Colon CA

d. 57                           d. 90
MVA                     dx. Bladder CA

d. 89
Stroke

96 years old

Second-degree relatives



Maternal 
grandparents 

were
2nd cousins

Paternal grandparents

Parents

d.88                     d.86
dx. Colon CA

d. 57                           d. 90
MVA                     dx. Bladder 
CA

96  y. o.                                                        d. 87                                    D. unknown
dx. Stroke          

61 y.o.                60 y.o.                58 y.o.                                  d. 62                             74 y.o
dx. Multiple sclerosis   

First-degree relatives



Genetic Home 
Reference

National Institute of Health

▪Resource without advertisements

▪Evidence-based information and easy-
to-understand articles

▪It’s Free!

https://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/

https://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/


GARD:  Genetic and Rare Diseases Information Center
https://ncats.nih.gov/engagement

https://ncats.nih.gov/engagement


Certification for Consumer 
Health Information Specialist



Resources 

❑ Certified Health Information Specialist (CHIS) https://nnlm.gov/gmr/guides/public-libraries/earn-your-chis

❑ Genetic Home Reference https://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/ 

❑ How to Draw a Pedigree Chart  https://medicine.uiowa.edu/humangenetics/resources/how-draw-pedigree

❑ Genetic and Rare Diseases Information Center (GARD) https://ncats.nih.gov/engagement   

❑ Medical Library Association  https://www.mlanet.org/p/cm/ld/fid=329

❑ National Network Library of Medicine New England Region  https://nnlm.gov/ner

❑ Genetic Alliance (My Family Health Portrait)  www.geneticalliance.org

❑ Genome: Unlocking Life’s Code https://unlockinglifescode.org/education-resource-profile/animated-genome

❑ GeneEd: Genetics, Education, Discovery  https://geneed.nlm.nih.gov

❑Healthy Community Tools for Public Libraries  https://publiclibrary.health/

https://nnlm.gov/gmr/guides/public-libraries/earn-your-chis
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/humangenetics/resources/how-draw-pedigree
https://www.mlanet.org/p/cm/ld/fid=329
https://nnlm.gov/ner
http://www.geneticalliance.org/
https://unlockinglifescode.org/education-resource-profile/animated-genome
https://geneed.nlm.nih.gov/


Resources
▪ The Office of the Surgeon General:  My Family Health Portrait (Tool that allows you to enter, 
print and update your family health history) https://familyhistory.hhs.gov/

▪ The American Medical Association provides family history tools  https://www.ama-
assn.org/delivering-care/collecting-family-history

▪ The National Institute of Aging provides suggestions on how to obtain a health history from 
older individuals  www.nia.gov/health/obtaining-older-patients-medical-history

▪ Educational Resources related to family health history  
https://geneed.nlm.nih.gov/topic_subtopic.php?tid=5&sid=13

https://familyhistory.hhs.gov/
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/collecting-family-history
http://www.nia.gov/health/obtaining-older-patients-medical-history
https://geneed.nlm.nih.gov/topic_subtopic.php?tid=5&sid=13


Thank you !


