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Background: In informatics courses, instructors often present
materials in a didactic, module-by-module fashion and may
not readily integrate outside materials to facilitate learning.
This may be due to a lack of time or expertise in identifying
appropriate external resources.

Librarians are uniquely suited to address this gap.

Setting/Participants: A librarian (D.B.) and a digital curation
fellow (M.B.) taught a graduate level course on computational
methods in health informatics. Students were from basic
science and informatics programs and had varying levels of
computational experience.

Daina Bouquin, Data & Metadata Services Librarian
Michael Bales, Digital Curation Fellow

Weill Cornell Medical College of Cornell University, New York, NY
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Purpose: The objective of the course was to promote critical thinking about
various algorithmic approaches to working with bioscience data.

The instructors from the library created an iteratively updated online subject
guide containing summary-level information and online resources on the
programming language R, data mining, and identification of bioscience datasets.

Conclusion: Information professionals are uniquely suited to curating
supplemental online resources in educational settings. Providing resources
tailored to students’ diverse needs throughout semester long computational
methods instruction is an emerging opportunity for information professionals who
wish to take an active role in fostering literacy in computational environments.
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Clarifying Your Question can help you navigate resources and reach out to other communties for
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h your code for any syntax errors that may have generated the error
9. Do you have an extra > at the start of a line? Did you mispell  function? etc.
h resources and for Resources
and the Data Mining Resources Tab for some example options
foch out to others for help if you are unable to mitigate the error on your own
> When talking to others be sure to:

= Clarify what you are trying a

= See How to Make Great R Reproducble Examples
« Clarify data types and formats when necessary
= Explain what you have already tried
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Yourself With These Concepts

Getting a better understanding of how the following terms ag
resources and learn to apply them in your research.

« Data Science
« Big Data
 Machine Learning
« Data Mining

Intimidation

Next Steps: In order to optimize the usefulness of the guide for future
course sessions, the instructors will conduct a formal assessment of
how students interact with and value the materials. The organic nature
of the initial development did not cater to assessment.



