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Family Medicine Moments

March 21, 2024

Introduction: This week | am celebrating, along with my colleagues, our very successful
match into family medicine (and to our residencies)! With 14.02% of UMass Chan
students matching into Family Medicine, we exceeded the national average of 12.7%
(per AAFP). Family Medicine Proud!

This quote from Dr. Victor Johnson, known as the founding father of the College of
General Practitioners now the College of Family Physicians in Canada, summarizes
their future impact.

"I became convinced that the medical profession would be saved not by its organization
but by the sum total of the common sense and humanity of its individual practicing
members. General practitioners... are the doctors closest to [the] people. They heal
more of the broken hearted, repair more of the injured and deprived, and live with the
poor and dying who are without influence and hope. As Family Physicians, you are
ideally positioned in the health care system to understand patients and their family and
community context, and to provide for them a deep connection, compassion, and care."

The picture below says it best. These individuals are way more than a statistic. They will
make us proud in the way Victor Johnson wanted family doctors to be.

Congratulations to these future family physicians and to all who taught, challenged,
mentored, coached, consoled, and encouraged them. Take a moment and congratulate
yourselves too! Be well.
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