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May 2019 Newsletter 
 

 

FUNDING 
 
CCTS SPARK Program (Small Pilot and Research Knowledge) 
CCTS Small Conference Grants 
DRIVe’s EZ-BAA 
NCATS Funding 
What Do You Aspire To? May 31, 2019 
NEW: Vilcek Foundation Cash Awards in Biomedical Science June 10, 2019 
 
 
CCTS SPARK PROGRAM: Rolling application deadline.  This program’s priorities are to support studies that 
impact clinical care and research methodologies, support students/trainees, and provide access to funds to 
generate pilot and preliminary data for external grant submissions.  For more information, click on this link: 
https://www.umassmed.edu/ccts/funding/spark-program/ 
 
 
CCTS SMALL CONFERENCE GRANTS: Rolling application deadline.  This funding facilitates the development of 
faculty-to-faculty networks within the University system.  Click on this link for more information: 
https://umassmed.edu/ccts/funding/small-conference-grants/ 

 
 
DRIVe’s EZ-BAA APPLICATION PROCESS:  Is now open for business!  Calling all medical product developers, 
research teams, and companies! Those offering disruptive innovative approaches that will transform health 
security threats are now invited to submit abstracts using DRIVe’s simplified EZ-BAA process.  Applications 
must offer transformative innovation, products, and technologies to protect Americans from health security 
threats.  
 
In-scope priority areas include: 
• Products and solutions to reduce illness and death from sepsis as part of DRIVe’s Solving Sepsis Initiative; 

• Technologies and processes to identify infections and exposures to biological and other health threats, as outlined in the Early 
Notification to Act, Control, and Treat (ENACT) initiative; and 

• Tools and techniques to mitigate the damages and loss of life associated with catastrophic events 
 

Download the DRIVe EZ-BAA abstract submission application, click here. 
To learn more about the DRIVe EZ-BAA, click here. 

 
 

https://www.umassmed.edu/ccts/funding/spark-program/
https://umassmed.edu/ccts/funding/small-conference-grants/
https://www.drive.hhs.gov/partner.html?id=applyNow
https://www.fbo.gov/index.php?s=opportunity&mode=form&id=c700a9ea708886b183f22d4580e4f41b&tab=core&_cview=0


NCATS FUNDING: NCATS has announced funding opportunities to use partially developed therapeutic 
candidates to identify new treatments for a broad range of diseases. For full details, click on this link: 
https://ncats.nih.gov/news/releases/2018/ntu-foa-2018 
 
 
WHAT DO YOU ASPIRE TO? NCATS invites innovators to learn more about Design Challenges for Translational 
Innovation in Pain, Opioid Use Disorder, and Overdose. The goal of the ASPIRE Challenges is to reward and 
spur innovative and catalytic approaches toward solving the opioid crisis through (1) development of novel 
chemistries; (2) data-mining and analysis tools; and (3) biological assays that will revolutionize discovery, 
development and pre-clinical testing next generation, safer and non-addictive analgesics to treat pain, as new 
treatments for opioid use disorder (OUD) and overdose.  For more information, click here. 
 
 
NEW: VILCEK FOUNDATION PRIZES IN BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES: The Vilcek Foundation is currently seeking 
applicants for the 2020 Vilcek Prizes for Creative Promise in Biomedical Science.  Applications accepted from 
FOREIGN-BORN scientists age 38 and under, from now through June 10, 2019.  Three winners will receive a 
$50,000 unrestricted cash prize and be honored at an awards ceremony in NYC (April 2020).  For more 
information, please contact Shinnie Kim, Program Officer, at 212.472.2500 or via email at 
creativepromise@vilcek.org.  To register, the online application can be found at www.vilcek.org. 
 
 

 

EDUCATION 
 
Baystate Research and Education Day May 15, 2019 
K Club 
NEW: ISSR Methodology Workshops (Spring 2019 / multiple dates)  
 
 
BAYSTATE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CELEBRATION DAY May 15, 2019. The Offices of Education & 
Research are excited to announce the Baystate Research and Education Celebration Day, May 15, 2019 at the 
Chestnut Conference Center at Baystate Medical Center.  This full day of programming includes two keynote 
speakers, concurrent sessions on research and education throughout the day, a poster session, and an award 
ceremony/reception for Research and Teaching Awards.  Events are open to all.  For more information, 
contact Susan.Decelle@baystatehealth.org.   
 
 
K CLUB: Meets every other Wednesday from 4:00pm to 5:00pm in S2-121 to provide information and 
feedback on Research Career Award applications (NIH K Awards, VA Research Career Awards, CTSA K grants, 
etc). Participants receive feedback on their biosketch, training plans, research plan, specific aims, and a wealth 
of other information.   
 

For more information, visit: https://www.umassmed.edu/ccts/education/k-club 
 
 

https://ncats.nih.gov/news/releases/2018/ntu-foa-2018
https://ncats.nih.gov/aspire/challenges
mailto:creativepromise@vilcek.org
http://www.vilcek.org/
mailto:Susan.Decelle@baystatehealth.org
https://www.umassmed.edu/ccts/education/k-club


ISSR METHODOLOGY WORKSHOPS / SPRING-SUMMER 2019: New free workshops being offered in Amherst 
this spring (see list below).  For more information or to register, click here. 
 

• Meeting Ethnography: Qualitative Research in Meeting-Rich Settings: June 3-4 / 9am-2pm / Instructor 
Jen Sandler 

• Qualitative Research Design and Methods: June 5-7 / 9am-3pm / Instructors: Chrystal George Mwangi 
and Ezekiel Kimball 

• De-Mystifying Public Engagement: June 10-12 / 9am-4pm / Instructor Ezra Markowitz 

• Introduction to Qualitative Interviewing: June 13-14 / 9am-3pm /  Instructor Chrystal George Mwangi 
and Ezekiel Kimball 

• Getting Started With Bayesian Statistics: June 20-21 / 9am-4pm / Instructors Jeff Starns and Andrea 
Cataldo 

• Causal Inference with Graphical Models: June 25-26 / 9am-4pm / Instructor David Jensen 

• Organizing and Analyzing Qualitative Data with NVivo 11 for Windows: July 9-11 / 9am-1pm / 
Instructor Eric Griffith 

 

 

 

EVENTS 
 
Call For Papers for Themed Issue on: Clinical and Translational Science to Improve Rural Health  
NEW: CureAccelerator Live! May 23, 2019 
2019 Regulatory Education for Industry (REdI) Annual Conference May 29-30, 2019 
M2D2: Meet with…Sante Ventures May 30, 2019 
AAMC Grant Writers Workshop June 27, 2019 
14th Annual Texas Conference on Health Disparities June 6-7, 2019 
M.C. Chang Distinguished Lecture: Arthur Caplan, PhD June 6, 2019 
 
 
Call For Papers for Themed Issue on: Clinical and Translational Science to Improve Rural Health. The Journal 
of Clinical and Translational Science is issuing a Call for Papers for a special themed issue which will focus on 
Clinical and Translational Science to Improve Rural Health. For more information see the this link:  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-file-manager/file/5c98debabd3c7f58081e9aa5/Call-for-
Papers-Rural-Health-JCTS-Final-for-Core.pdf  
 
 
NEW: CUREACCELERATOR LIVE! May 23, 2019. Register to attend the CureAccelerator Live! For the 
Developing World Event including Reception, Finalist Pitch, and Award Program, beginning at 5pm.  Event is 
being hosted by Takeda Pharmaceuticals in Cambridge MA.  Attendees vote for the clinical repurposing project 
that will win $50,000 in funding!  Registration is open until May 23. To register, click here.  
 
 
2019 Regulatory Education for Industry (REdI) Annual Conference. The Food and Drug Administration's (FDA) 
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research Small Business and Industry Assistance (CDER SBIA), and Center for 
Devices and Radiological Health (CDRH) Division of Industry and Consumer Education (DICE) are pleased to 
invite you to the 2019 Regulatory Education for Industry (REdI) Annual Conference. 

https://www.umass.edu/issr/events
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-file-manager/file/5c98debabd3c7f58081e9aa5/Call-for-Papers-Rural-Health-JCTS-Final-for-Core.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-file-manager/file/5c98debabd3c7f58081e9aa5/Call-for-Papers-Rural-Health-JCTS-Final-for-Core.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cureaccelerator-live-for-the-developing-world-tickets-54561375543


 
May 29-30, 2019, The Revere Hotel, 200 Stuart Street, Boston, MA 02116 
 
To register (free): 
https://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/SmallBusinessAssistance/ucm632467.htm?utm_ca
mpaign=2019-04-19%20REdI%20Conference%20Invitation&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua  
 
 
M2D2: Meet with…Sante Ventures. The Johnson & Johnson Innovation | JLABS Meet with… Series helps life 
sciences entrepreneurs, as well as the academic community, connect with potential partners including 
corporate venture, VCs, Angels and others. 
 
Join us as Santé Ventures presents an overview of the fund, its investment strategy, primary areas of interest, 
and investment case studies. Following the presentation, they will meet 1-on-1 with companies that have 
been accepted after applying online. 
 
Complete details at: https://meetwithsanteventures.splashthat.com/   
 
 
 
AAMC GRANT WRITERS WORKSHOP: June 27, 2019.  This intensive one-day workshop is open to those 
actively working on both K and R NIH grant proposals.  Additional virtual online learning sessions and 
continued peer review will be available over 2-3 months to strengthen proposals.  Registration is open, 
applications are due April 11, 2019. For more information, please contact minfac@aamc.org.   
 
 
14th ANNUAL TEXAS CONFERENCE ON HEALTH DISPARITIES: June 6-7, 2019. “Social Epigenomics & Health 
Disparities.” Evidence based approaches that identify mechanisms by which social experiences at various 
stages of life, both positive and negative, affect gene function and thereby influence health in racial/ethnic 
minority and health disparity population.  The conference will feature nationally renowned speakers and will 
highlight evidence-based clinical, community and policy approaches to improving maternal and child health 
across the United States.  To learn more, click here. 
 
 
NEW: M.C. CHANG DISTINGUISHED LECTURE: June 6, 2019 4:00pm-5:00pm, ASC Auditorium.  Speaker: Arthur 
Caplan, PhD, Professor of Bioethics, Founding Head of the Division of Medical Ethics, NYU School of 
Medicine.  Discussion and reception immediately following the seminar.  For more information, contact Dr. 
Thoru Pederson 508.856.8667 or Dr. George Witman, 508.856.4038. 
 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
CTSA Regulatory Expertise 
Diamond Portal Allows CTSA Members to Access 
HRPP QA/QI 

https://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/SmallBusinessAssistance/ucm632467.htm?utm_campaign=2019-04-19%20REdI%20Conference%20Invitation&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/SmallBusinessAssistance/ucm632467.htm?utm_campaign=2019-04-19%20REdI%20Conference%20Invitation&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://meetwithsanteventures.splashthat.com/
mailto:minfac@aamc.org
https://www.unthsc.edu/tchd/annual-texas-conference-on-health-disparities/


National Center for Data to health (CD2H) 
Recruitment and Retention Toolkit 
UMCCTS Intake Portal 
 
CTSA REGULATORY EXPERTISE: Three North Carolina Clinical and Translational Science Awards (CTSA) 
Program hubs have collaborated to create a platform for sharing regulatory expertise and best practices. The 
Regulatory Guidance for Academic Research of Drugs and Devices (ReGARDD) Program provides researchers 
with regulatory guidance, education, and consultative support, to ultimately help them move promising 
products and novel discoveries to clinical trials. 
  
ReGARDD, which is coordinated by Duke University, the Wake Forest School of Medicine, and the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill hubs with partner RTI International, officially launched in 2015 and has been 
developing since. The program builds upon the existing services and knowledge of the North Carolina CTSA 
Program Regulatory Groups and the Research Triangle Park (RTP). 
 

Read the full story here.  Visit the ReGARDD website here. 
 
 
DIAMOND PORTAL: To address the need for consistent training assessment and measures of competency, the 
Michigan Institute for Clinical & Health Research (MICHR) has collaborated with the Ohio State University, 
Rochester University, and Tufts University to launch the DIAMOND Portal. It is a pioneering digital collection 
that serves as a sustainable, federated database for members of clinical and translational research study 
teams to share and access training and assessment resources. For more information, visit 
https://www.michr.umich.edu/news/2018/10/15/new-diamond-portal-allows-ctsa-members-to-access-share-
training-and-assessment-materials 
 
 
HRPP QA/QI: The Human Research Protection Program (HRPP) Quality Assurance/Quality Improvement 
(QA/QI) Program is a component of the UMass Center for Clinical and Translational Science. The program is 
independent of the IRB and helps study teams and investigators by conducting routine post-approval 
monitoring of on-going research to evaluate adherence with institutional requirements and federal 
regulations. If there are review findings, the QA/QI manager shares those findings with investigators and study 
teams, and provides direct education on the findings, including how to avoid making similar errors in the 
future. In order to support improvement at an institutional level, the QA/QI manager shares aggregated data 
from reviews with the HRPP leadership and the Research Community to identify trends and target areas for 
education. The program also makes self-evaluation tools available to investigators and study teams seeking to 
perform their own assessments.  To learn more about HRPP QA/QI HRP-142, visit: 
https://www.umassmed.edu/globalassets/ccts/ccts-media/irb/updated-sops-2015/hrp-142-hrpp-qa-qi-
program-final.pdf. 
 
 
NATIONAL CENTER FOR DATA TO HEALTH (CD2H): The goal of CD2H is to make data more meaningful, open 
and accessible. The CD2H supports a vibrant and evolving collaborative informative ecosystem for the CTSA 
program and beyond. The CD2H harnesses and expands an ecosystem for translational scientists to discover 
and share their software, data and other research resources within the CTSA program network.  The CD2H also 
creates a social coding environment for translational science institutions, leveraging the community-driven 
DREAM challenges as a mechanism to stimulate innovation. To learn more, click here. 
 
 

https://clic-ctsa.org/news/clic-content/ctsa-program-hubs-collaborate-help-researchers-navigate-complex-regulatory
http://regardd.org/
https://www.michr.umich.edu/news/2018/10/15/new-diamond-portal-allows-ctsa-members-to-access-share-training-and-assessment-materials
https://www.michr.umich.edu/news/2018/10/15/new-diamond-portal-allows-ctsa-members-to-access-share-training-and-assessment-materials
https://www.umassmed.edu/globalassets/ccts/ccts-media/irb/updated-sops-2015/hrp-142-hrpp-qa-qi-program-final.pdf
https://www.umassmed.edu/globalassets/ccts/ccts-media/irb/updated-sops-2015/hrp-142-hrpp-qa-qi-program-final.pdf
https://ctsa.ncats.nih.gov/cd2h/


RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION TOOLKIT: The Trial Innovation Network accepts toolkit submissions from 
CTSAs and reputable community health partners and provides them as a free resource to the research 
community.  The materials on this site are designed primarily for CTSA program staffs. These resources are 
intended to provide a variety of information that includes best practices and evidence-based recruitment and 
retention strategies. Full information can be found at https://trialinnovationnetwork.org/recruitment-
retention-toolkit/?key-element=1681 
 
 
UMCCTS INTAKE PORTAL: The UMass Center for Clinical and Translational Science has implemented an 
intake/service request portal. Currently the portal is being utilized by the Office of Clinical Research for intake 
of all agreements and amendments. OnCore updates/corrections and Certificates of Confidentiality. The portal 
can be accessed on their newly updated website at https://www.umassmed.edu/ocr/ 
 
 
 

 

SHARE YOUR SUCCESS STORY 
Have you had your research published that cites the UMass Center for Clinical and Translational Science?  Has 
your patent been filed on technology developed using Center funding or resources? Did your pilot project 
receive external grant funding? Share it with us at ccts@umassmed.edu. Sharing your success demonstrates 
the importance and effect of the Center for Clinical and Translational Science at UMass. 
 
 
 

Newsletter Submissions: To be included in the CCTS Monthly Newsletter, please send announcements, 
including a link, to ccts@umassmed.edu.  The newsletter is published the first week of each month. 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CITE in all presentations and journal publications:  
UMCCTS funded by NCATS Grants UL1 TR001453, TL1 TR001454, and KL2 TR001455. 
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