
eScholarship@UMassChan

Professional Skills for the Modern Student:
How Librarians Developed and Taught a New

Elective Course for Medical and Dental Students

Item Type Lightning Presentation

Authors Gauthier, Marissa F;McIntyre, Rich Jr;Shiel, Teri

DOI 10.13028/83hg-4f26

Rights Copyright © 2019 Gauthier, McIntyre, Shiel

Download date 2026-01-15 14:41:05

Item License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

Link to Item https://hdl.handle.net/20.500.14038/37393

http://dx.doi.org/10.13028/83hg-4f26
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://hdl.handle.net/20.500.14038/37393


Professional Skills for the 
Modern Student:

How Librarians Developed and Taught a New Elective Course for 
Medical and Dental Students

Marissa Gauthier



Marissa Gauthier

Research & Instructional 
Services (RIS) Librarian

Richard McIntyre, Jr

Emerging 
Technologies Librarian

Teri Shiel

Information Desk 
Head/RIS Librarian

Jenny Miglus

RIS Librarian

Wendy Urciuoli

RIS Librarian



Objectives

1. Become more involved in the Medical School’s curriculum

2. Make more connections to students and faculty

3. Represent librarians and the library in a new way



LEAP & ILOs
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ILO Examples

Proposal Writing Bootcamp

The Hippocratic Oath: 
Historical Contest for the 

Modern Physician

Zika Virus & Microcephaly

Introduction to Immigrant Health

Reproductive Research in Mice

The Functional Foot

Dermatology Enhancement Experience

Students and Their Self-Care

Introduction to Mindfulness-
Based Practices



Marketing You

• Evaluate and manage your online 
presence

• Assess professional presentations and 
build effective posters and slideshows

• Learn to craft effective resumes and 
cover letters

• Efficiently utilize strategies for public 
speaking including interviews, oral 
presentations, and quick “elevator 
pitches”



• Monday, February 26- Friday, March 2, 2018
• Three hours a day- one hour pre-class materials, two hours in class
• In-class activities, discussion, and real-life examples
• Final project: 10 minute presentation on last day about what they learned
• Six first-year students signed up for the course- three medical, three dental



Day 1: Marketing Yourself Online

Objectives:

• Evaluate current online presence 
for professional suitability

• Identify appropriate elements to 
include in student’s professional 
profiles

• Create a professional online 
presence

Image2







Day 2: Marketing Yourself On a Screen

Objectives:

• Identify the principles of good 
visual design

• Learn strategies to create 
effective posters

• Create a poster using Canva
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Day 3: Marketing Yourself On Paper

Objectives:

• Understand the differences between a CV 
and a resume

• Evaluate sample resumes for 
effectiveness

• Identify what makes an effective cover 
letter

• Become aware of potential biases on the 
part of hiring personnel
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Day 4: Marketing Yourself In Person

Objectives:

• Deliver quick elevator pitches on a range 
of topics and in different settings.

• Learn tricks to manage nervousness and 
anxiety when presenting

• Learn tips for being self-aware while 
presenting

• Learn strategies for preparing for 
interview questions
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Day 5: Market Yourself Right Now



Student Evaluation
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The goals and objectives of 
the course were clearly stated.
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The goals and objectives of 
the course were achieved.
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The course design was appropriate 
for the material presented.
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The lectures/presentation were 
appropriate for the student level.
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Poor Fair Adequate Good Excellent

Please rate the educational benefit 
of your final project/paper.



Student Feedback

“This was an absolutely great ILO. It is incredible how much I took 
away from only a week. All of the preceptors were great. They 
catered [each] day to their own strengths and that is what made 
the class so engaging”

“All preceptors did an excellent job in teaching us 
material each of the sessions. I especially liked the day 
where we worked on public speaking.”

“The course was effectively run and it offered me a new 
perspective on how to manage my online presence.”

“The amount of topics covered felt like the right amount and 
any more would be too much.”



Lessons Learned

• Needed and appreciated

• Students knew much less about social media/online privacy than we 
assumed

• Include more information on designing slideshow presentations on Day 2

• Re-think pre-class materials- too much/too redundant

• Improved our skills/gained experience in teaching, developing curricular 
materials, and learning about the course topics



Objectives

1. Become more involved in the Medical School’s curriculum

2. Make more connections to students and faculty

3. Represent librarians and the library in a new way



Future Plans

February 2019?

November 2018!
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Special Thanks To:
Gary Atwood for sharing his poster evaluation materials.

Donna Belcinski for the overview of the Dale Carnegie Method and for 
sharing her course materials.

All Course Materials: 
uchc.libguides.com/leapmarketingyou
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